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From:
Sent: Thursday, August 21, 2014 11:25 PM
To: 'brent.addleman@theglenrosereporter.com'
Subject: Letter to the Editor

If you would, please email me back to let me know you received this. Thanks!  
 
Editor 
Some of the people on the Somervell County Hospital board voted AGAINST following an existing 
management contract with the 501a doctor organization (8/21/2014). That contract, attested to by Ray Reynolds 
in previous audits, has GRMC managing some services for the doctors and also says that if doctors need monies 
beyond that they make from their practices, that they must come to the hospital with a request for OSA 
(shortfall) money and then, after (and IF) the monies have been approved, come back with a written document 
showing how the monies were used. I asked in a public information request last year for copies of the requests 
from the 501a, including the later reports showing that the money was spent as requested and was told by Ray 
Reynolds that GRMC didn’t have any written documentation. I was a little stumped and asked, then how do you 
know if the doctors are asking for those additional monies or how they spent the money? I was told in an email 
that Michael Honea manages the account for the 501a and if he sees the account is getting low, he puts in more 
money. That is the epitome of a slush fund. No accountability, and definitely not following the contract as 
written and signed.  
 
Not only that but the 501a, which, again is a NOT part of the hospital but a separate organization, is listed in the 
GRMC budget. Why? Presumably, like with any other private company, they are making money from their 
patient practice and it is ONLY if they have to come begging for taxpayer money that GRMC can make the 
decision to give it to them.. or not. (Except of course since there are no requisitions, who knows what the heck 
the money is going for?) Having them included as part of the budget is misleading.  
 
At the meeting on Thursday, August 21, Paul Harper made a motion to follow the agreement as written (since it 
is not being done now). Gee, what a concept. Amazingly, 4 of the board members voted against doing that. Not 
only does that raise questions about why these board members would be fine with transferring public money to 
private accounts without oversight and records,   but one has to wonder why they would put GRMC’s reputation 
as one that honors contracts at risk. I suggest that every person ask the 4 people who voted against following the 
501a management agreement and taxpayer accountability why they did that. Those people were Brent Nabors, 
Ron Hankins, Chip Harrison and Karen Burroughs. I myself find this highly unethical to vote against following 
an existing 4.5 year contract which even the County previously (when GRMC was run under an authority)  had 
the scruples to follow. 
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